System of collective symbols
The trainees of the 1st Second Chance School of Thessaloniki examined how the economic crisis was depicted in cartoons and comics during the project "The Economic Crisis through Cartoons and Comics of Greek and Foreign Media". They identified and discussed the themes and messages conveyed and whether those correspond to reality. They particularly focused on the way cartoons and comics of different countries approach the same issues and the System of collective symbols that are used. In addition, they had a lot of fun trying their artistic skills and creating comic books, political cartoons, posters and calendars. 
Collective symbols example # 1 (student drawing of a political cartoon):
Heading: "Scenes from future" 

Speechbubble left: " I from Syria"

Speechbubble right: "I from foreclosure"
TITLE: “Scenes from the Future”
SPEECH BUBBLE (left): “I from Syria” *the person is not speaking Greek correctly
SPEECH BUBBLE (left): “I am here because of the Auction”
List the objects or people that you see in the cartoon.
· Left tent with a man

· Right tent with a man 

· Camp

· Wash on the line 

· Bird
· Tree 

· Cloudy but still blue sky
 
Which objects/people are symbols? What do you think each one means?
The table shows the objects/people of the cartoon and each supposed meaning.
	Obj. 1
	Tents
	Sense 1
	Poverty

	Obj. 2
	Man inside the left tent
	Sense 2
	A Syrian Refugee who lost his house from the war

	Obj. 3
	Man inside the right tent
	Sense 3
	A Greek civilian who lost his house from an auction due to the Greek austerity`

	Obj. 4
	Camp
	Sense 4
	crisis affects people in different situations and countries /solidarity         between people

	Obj. 5
	Bird, Tree, Cloudy but still blue sky
	Sense 5
	Life must go on

	Obj. 
6 - 8
	Bird, Tree, Cloudy but still blue sky
	Sense 6
	Hope that things will change 


Are there any important clues (words, places, numbers) in the cartoon? 
Syria = War in Syria, refugees

Auction = Austerity, economic crisis, poverty in Greece

Describe what is happening in the cartoon.
There is a camp with two tents. In the tents there are two men. The one on the left is saying that he is from Syria and the one on the left is saying that he is from an auction. There is also a wash line with clothes hanging, a bird, a tree and a park bench.

What is the political or social issue presented in the cartoon?
Economic Crisis in Greece and Refugee Crisis in Syria have the same impact (more specifically people losing their houses)
 
What is the cartoonist’s viewpoint on this issue? How do you know?
The cartoonist believes that both, the war in Syria and the austerity/economic crisis in Greece have the same result which is the increase of homeless people. However there is still hope as it is depicted by the blue sky.
 
Who might agree/disagree with the cartoon? Why?
agree = people who believe that we’re living in difficult times as the whole world is affected by the wars and the economic crisis
disagree = people who believe that this is a common situation and nothing has changed the last decades
 
Describe how you were able to interpret this cartoon.
From the camp, the tents and the dialogue
In Greek collective symbol system (we examine political cartoons) we found the following symbols: 

Symbols in the collective symbol system

inside our system
· tents

· camp

· bird

· park bench

· wash line

· clothes

· tree 

outside our system
· war

· auction

· homeless 
refugee

Collective symbols example # 2 (student drawing of a political cartoon):

TITLE: “Better with the sharks”
SPEECH BUBBLE: “Better with the sharks than with little Georgie”
List the objects or people that you see in the cartoon.
· Man at sea

· Man on a boat

· Buoy

· Sharks
· Anvil

· Boat
Which objects/people are symbols? What do you think each one means?
The table shows the objects/people of the cartoon and each supposed meaning.
	Obj. 1
	Man at sea
	Sense 1
	Greece / Greek people

	Obj. 2
	Man on a boat
	Sense 2
	Former Greek Prime Minister (2009-2012, Georgios Papandreou) 

	Obj. 3
	Buoy
	Sense 3
	Eurozone 

	Obj. 4
	Sharks
	Sense 4
	Great danger, fear 

	Obj. 5
	Anvil
	Sense 5
	Life preserver, IMF

	Obj. 6
	Boat
	Sense 6
	Rescue 


Are there any important clues (words, places, numbers) in the cartoon? 
Eurozone = Monetary union of 19 of the 28 European Union (EU) member states

IMF (ΔΝΤ in Greek) = International Monetary Fund

Boat Rescue = Saving from drowning

T-shirt with the Greek flag = Greece

Describe what is happening in the cartoon.
A person wearing a T-shirt with the Greek flag on is at the sea and he is surrounded by sharks. Another person who is on a rescue boat is throwing to him a life preserver which is actually an anvil with the word IMF.
What is the political or social issue presented in the cartoon?
Economic Crisis in Greece, with no hope and future and with lots desperation
 
What is the cartoonist’s viewpoint on this issue? How do you know?
The cartoonist believes that the help provided by the Greek Prime Minister via the IMF is catastrophic and it is better to swim amongst the sharks than accept this help. At the that the Eurozone has distanced itself and does not provide any help to the Greek people.
 
Who might agree/disagree with the cartoon? Why?
agree = people who believe that the Prime Minister and the IMF are not helping Greece
disagree = people that believe that the correct moves have been made in order to help Greece and that the Greek people are prejudiced towards the Eurozone and the IMF
 
Describe how you were able to interpret this cartoon.
From the life preserver (anvil) with the word IMF
In Greek collective symbol system (we examine political cartoons) we found the following symbols: 

Symbols in the collective symbol system

inside our system
· ship/boat

· buoy

· sea
outside our system
· sharks

· anvil

· man at sea

· IMF

· Eurozone

Collective symbols example # 3 (student drawing of a political cartoon):
TITLE: “Take These”
SPEECH BUBBLE (right): “Take these Schäuble”
SPEECH BUBBLE (left): “For the Asset Development Fund we’re also having these”
List the objects or people that you see in the cartoon.
· Man with a Greek traditional costume

· Man on a wheelchair 

· Woman pushing the wheelchair

· Armbands
 
Which objects/people are symbols? What do you think each one means?
	Obj. 1
	Man wearing a traditional costume
	Sense 1
	Greece/Greek people

	Obj. 2
	Man on a wheelchair
	Sense 2
	German Minister of Finance (Wolfgang Schäuble)

	Obj. 3
	Woman pushing the wheelchair
	Sense 3
	Chancellor of Germany (Angela Merkel)

	Obj. 4
	Armband
	Sense 4
	Nazi


Are there any important clues (words, places, numbers) in the cartoon? 
Asset Development Fund = leverages the private property of the State
FROOP! (ΦΡΟΥΠ! in Greek) = Sound of the Greek “Kilt” moving upwards

Armband = Nazi

Describe what is happening in the cartoon.
A man wearing a Greek traditional costume is lifting up the Kilt in order to show his private parts towards the German Minister of Finance (Wolfgang Schäuble) and the Chancellor of Germany (Angela Merkel). This is a typical Greek offensive gesture showing disrespect and no fear and it suggests that Schäuble and Merkel could take these private parts along with the private property of the Greek State
What is the political or social issue presented in the cartoon?
Resistance towards the economic invader
 
What is the cartoonist’s viewpoint on this issue? How do you know?
The Greek pride, indignation and resistance towards the mockery along with “sell-out” of the Greek property

 
Who might agree/disagree with the cartoon? Why?
agree = the foreigners and especially the Germans have taken advantages and are gaining from the Greek austerity
disagree = people that believe that it is the Greeks fault
 
Describe how you were able to interpret this cartoon.
From the lifting up of the Greek traditional Kilt and  the wheelchair
In Greek collective symbol system (we examine political cartoons) we found the following symbols: 

Symbols in the collective symbol system

inside our system
· traditional costume


outside our system
· wheelchair

· fascist armband
disabled
Collective symbols example # 4 (student drawing of a political cartoon):
TITLE: “The Red Levee”

SPEECH BUBBLE: -

List the objects or people that you see in the cartoon.
Man, bag of money, big crowd, hand, red levee, mountain on fire
Which objects/people are symbols? What do you think each one means?
	Obj. 1
	Man receiving money
	Sense 1
	President of Turkey (Recep Tayyip Erdoğan)

	Obj. 2
	Big crowd
	Sense 2
	Refugees 

	Obj. 3
	Hand giving a bag of money
	Sense 3
	European Union 

	Obj. 4
	Red levee
	Sense 4
	Turkey 

	Obj. 5
	Mountain on fire
	Sense 5
	Syria 


Are there any important clues (words, places, numbers) in the cartoon? 
$= money
Europa =The place where the refugees want to go

Mountain on Fire - Siria = Syria on war and flames
White Crescent Moon and Star in Red Font = Turkey

Yellow Stars in Blue Font = European Union
Sweat = Anxiety
Describe what is happening in the cartoon.
The Turkish President is receiving money from the EU and he is one that can decide, by handling the levee, whether the Syrian refugees can pass to Europe
What is the political or social issue presented in the cartoon?
Syrian refugees’ crisis
 
What is the cartoonist’s viewpoint on this issue? How do you know?
It’s immoral to manipulate people in this way and receive money. The refugees are victims because of EU and Erdogan as EU is transferring the refugees’ crisis to Turkey. Turkey’s Prime Minister is keeping the refugees as hostages and he is the one who decides who is passing through to Europe.
 
Who might agree/disagree with the cartoon? Why?
agree = the ones that Turkey is the one that there is an alliance between Turkey and Europe in order to handle the Syrian refugees’ crisis
disagree = the Turkish people
 
Describe how you were able to interpret this cartoon.
From the bag of money, the levee, the crowd and the fire
In Greek collective symbol system (we examine political cartoons) we found the following symbols: 

Symbols in the collective symbol system

inside our system
· people

· money

· flag

· cliff/mountain
outside our system
· fire

· bribe/pay off

· levee/obstacle

· refugees 
Collective symbols example # 5 (student drawing of a political cartoon):
TITLE: “The pensioners”

SPEECH BUBBLE: “We are very tight financially. We must move into our parents”

THOUGHT BUBBLE: “Three graves”

List the objects or people that you see in the cartoon.
Man and woman, mugs with coffee/tea, three graves, jewelry, papers, calculator
Which objects/people are symbols? What do you think each one means?
	Obj. 1-2
	Man and woman
	Sense 1
	A couple which are pensioners

	Obj. 3
	Mugs with coffee/tea
	Sense 2
	Morning

	Obj. 4
	Papers
	Sense 3
	Bills

	Obj. 5
	Calculator
	Sense 4
	The amount of the bills is so big that one cannot calculate it without the calculator

	Obj. 6
	Jewelry
	Sense 5
	Wealth

	Obj. 7
	Newspaper
	Sense 6
	Important News

	Obj. 8
	Graves
	Sense 7
	Devastation


Are there any important clues (words, places, numbers) in the cartoon? 
State in bankruptcy= Economic crisis in Greece
8,000 = A huge number (referring to the amount of the bills), especially for pensioners

Graves = Dead parents

Parents = Safety and Protection
Describe what is happening in the cartoon.
A couple of pensioners are having their morning coffee/tea. The man is calculating the amount of their bills, which is 8,000€ and he is reading the newspaper where the title “State in bankruptcy” stands out. He suggests to his wife that since the amount of the bills is so large, they can’t stay at their home any longer and that they should go back to their parents’ home and stay with them. The woman is thinking of three graves. 
What is the political or social issue presented in the cartoon?
Economic crisis in Greece - Devastation
 
What is the cartoonist’s viewpoint on this issue? How do you know?
The degree of the economic crisis in Greece is so huge that even a wealthy couple of pensioners are overwhelmed and devastated. The wealth is shown by the jewelry. In addition it is accustomed to the Greek kids to stay with their parents regardless their age (there is a large percentage of people over their 30s that live to their parents’ house). The depiction of the graves means that there is no future and hope and that they are better off dead.
 
Who might agree/disagree with the cartoon? Why?
agree = those who believe that there is no future and hope in Greece
disagree = those who believe that the pensioners played a big part at the Greek economic crisis (it is a fact that there is a large percentage of pensioners who are receiving a pension larger than an average working person and others who established the right of a pension at a very young age – even at their 40s)
Describe how you were able to interpret this cartoon.
From the newspaper title, the amount at the calculator and the graves
In Greek collective symbol system (we examine political cartoons) we found the following symbols:  Symbols in the collective symbol system

inside our system
· couple

· tea/coffee

· bills

· calculator

· newspaper

outside our system
· graves 

Collective symbols example # 6 (student drawing of a political cartoon):
TITLE: “The absence of a tie does not constitute a politician”

SPEECH BUBBLE #1: “Why do the new ministers not wear a tie?”

SPEECH BUBBLE #2: “That’s why”

List the objects or people that you see in the cartoon.
An oversized woman, an under-sized man, two men without a tie
Which objects/people are symbols? What do you think each one means?
	Obj. 1
	Oversized woman
	Sense 1
	Chancellor of Germany (Angela Merkel) symbolising power

	Obj. 2
	Under-sized man grabbed by the tie
	Sense 2
	Former Greek Prime Minister (Antonios Samaras) symbolising weakness

	Obj. 3
	Man without a tie on the left
	Sense 3
	The then current - now former - Greek Minister of Finance (Yannis Varoufakis)

	Obj. 4
	Man without a tie on the right
	Sense 4
	Current Greek Prime Minister (Alexis Tsipras) 

	Obj. 5
	Tie
	Sense 5
	A noose/bullying. A way of manipuating/terrorising a person


Are there any important clues (words, places, numbers) in the cartoon? 
Tie = A pretentious item of clothing demonstrating formality
Describe what is happening in the cartoon.
A couple of politicians are discussing and the one is wondering why the new Greek politicians do not wear any ties. The other is answering by pointing to an oversized woman that has grabbed an under-sized man by the tie.
What is the political or social issue presented in the cartoon?
The “bullying” of Germany towards Greece and the hope of the “new politicians”
 
What is the cartoonist’s viewpoint on this issue? How do you know?
The cartoonist believes that Germany is terrorising/bullying Greece, that it is in command of the Greek governments and does not let Greece get out of the crisis. The cartoonist also believes that the new elected government will cope much better that the previous one.
 
Who might agree/disagree with the cartoon? Why?
agree = those who believe that Germany is in command of the Greek Governments (especially the ones after 2009)
disagree = 1. Those who believe that the Greek governments are responsible for the Greek economic crisis, 2. Those who believe that the new-elected government will act exactly the same (or worse) than the previous ones

 Describe how you were able to interpret this cartoon.
From the size of the people involved, the grabbing from the tie and the tie-less men
In Greek collective symbol system (we examine political cartoons) we found the following symbols: 

Symbols in the collective symbol system

inside our system
· minister/prime minister

· tie

outside our system
· bullying
Collective symbols example # 7 (student drawing of a political cartoon):
TITLE: “Ping – Pong”

SPEECH BUBBLE: “The game is fixed; I prefer to end a tie so we won’t argue”

List the objects or people that you see in the cartoon.
Two women, three men, ping-pong table, ping-pong ball, ping-pong rackets
Which objects/people are symbols? What do you think each one means?
	Obj. 1
	Woman on the Left
	Sense 1
	Angela Merkel: The Chancellor of Germany  symbolising power

	Obj. 2
	Woman on the Right
	Sense 2
	Christine Madeleine Odette Lagarde: The Managing Director (MD) of the International Monetary Fund (IMF) 

	Obj. 3-5
	Three men under the table
	Sense 3
	The 3 party leaders that formed the Greek Government on 2012 (Evangelos Venizelos, Antonios Samaras, Fotios Kouvelis)

	Obj. 6
	Ping-pong table
	Sense 4
	A game

	Obj. 7
	Ping-pong ball
	Sense 5
	Greece


Are there any important clues (words, places, numbers) in the cartoon? 
Ball with Greek Flag = Greece

IMF (ΔΝΤ in Greek) = International Monetary Fund
Argue - Fixed = The result is predefined
Describe what is happening in the cartoon.
Christine Lagarde and Angela Merkel are playing a game of ping-pong with a ball with the Greek flag on it. Meanwhile they are discussing how this game is fixed. Underneath the table there are 3 people looking scared and confused.
What is the political or social issue presented in the cartoon?
The manipulation of the Greek Economic Crisis by Germany and the IMD along with the lack of power and will by the Greek Politicians
 
What is the cartoonist’s viewpoint on this issue? How do you know?
The cartoonist believes that Germany and the IMF are manipulating the crisis in Greece. She believes that the crisis is artificial and there is nothing that Greece can do about it. She also points out the lack of will of the Greek government as she shows the politicians hidden under the table.
 
Who might agree/disagree with the cartoon? Why?
agree = those who believe that Germany and the IMF is in command of the Greek Governments (especially the ones after 2009)and they are responsible for the economic crisis.

disagree = Those who believe that the Greek governments are responsible for the Greek economic crisis and not the European Union and the IMF

 Describe how you were able to interpret this cartoon.
From the ping-pong ball with the Greek Flag
In Greek collective symbol system (we examine political cartoons) we found the following symbols: 

Symbols in the collective symbol system

inside our system
· ping-pong table

· ping-pong ball

· ping-pong rackets

outside our system
· fixed game
