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Introduction: Andreas Disselnkötter

Writing between worlds: Literature without places of residence

Authors of literature without a steady place of residence write not or not only in their mother tongue and often from different places. Their books and texts are transnational. A good example for this special kind of authorship is Yoko Tawada, who commutes not only between Japan and Germany but also between Japanese and German language.  She cannot be reduced solemnly to Japanese nor to German literature or to one literary scene of Hamburg or Berlin. With this example, one might conclude that emigrational nor literature of exile are the right terms to capture this literature between worlds. Migrants and expatriates are not commuters between languages and cultures.

Comparative literature claims that there is a literature without place of residence in every language. This literature is understood as a poetic of movement, which has a long line of tradition and its beginning with Homer’s Odysseys- Odysseus moves between the worlds of east and west and reports of princess Europe, who we see nowadays on the two Euro coin. If we look at Odysseus’ route of travel between Asia and Crete, it becomes clear that Europe is not a geographic place nor a territory defined by borders.

These authors offer a wide range of perspectives on linguistic diversity and topics involving Europe. Jane Teller paints a scenario where the former befriended nations of Europe prepare to fight against each other as dictatorships. Her vision touches upon the current debates of an alleged collapse of the European Union under the weight of incoming refugees.

Let us go on a journey together to look for this kind of literature, which has a lot to offer for our project.

Some German examples:

BODROŽIC, MARICA: Sterne erben, Sterne färben. Meine Ankunft in Wörtern. Suhrkamp Verlag, Frankfurt am Main 2007. 
Rezension unter: www.berliner-literaturkritik.de/index.php?id=26&tx_ttnews[tt_news]=14415&cHash=14d45f44b7
Jenny Erpenbeck: Gehen, ging, gegangen. München 2015
http://www.spiegel.de/kultur/literatur/gehen-ging-gegangen-von-jenny-erpenbeck-rezension-a-1050518.html

F. A. Oliver: Mein andalusisches Schwarzwalddorf. Essays. Frankfurt/M. 2007
www.literaturfestival.com/archiv/teilnehmer/autoren/2010/jose-f.-a.-oliver,
Interview, www.poetenladen.de/marie-martin-jose-oliver.htm
Zsuzsanna Gahse: Erzählinseln. Reden für Dresden 2008. Mit einem Nachwort von Walter Schmitz. Dresden, 2009.
www.zsuzsannagahse.ch/index.php?1444023774&page=xc4a314dc0aaecf&parent=xc4610c51f3e6c6&lang=de
Jane Teller: Krieg. Stell Dir vor, er wäre hier. Carl Hanser Verlag, München (2011), 64 Seiten.
www.lernen-aus-der-geschichte.de/Lernen-und-Lehren/content/10741

 

Emine Sevgi Özdamar: Mutterzunge. Erzählungen. Berlin 1990
www.emma.de/artikel/emine-oedzdamar-einstand-emine-sevgi-oezdamar-264141

Yoko Tawada. Überseezungen. Literarische Essays. Tübingen 2002.
www.deutschlandfunk.de/ueberseezungen.700.de.html?dram:article_id=80652
www.rezensionen.ch/ueberseezungen/3887691865/
Vladimir Vertlib: Das besondere Gedächtnis der Rosa Masur. Wien 2001
www.faz.net/aktuell/feuilleton/buecher/rezensionen/belletristik/rezension-belletristik-miss-jahrhundert-124718.html
Shumona, Sinha: Erschlagt die Armen. Hamburg 2015

http://www.zeit.de/kultur/2015-09/shumona-sinha-erschlagt-die-armen
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