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Introduction in the System of collective symbols – Material

(Andreas Disselnkötter, Rahel-Varnhagen Kolleg)
In every culture there is a system of symbols that are used in everyday life, media and literature. Together these Sympole are a kind of 'mental map' of a culture, namely regional symbolic notions of societies.

Each modern culture developed its own supply of used collectively and collectively understandable symbols of the type "our boat is full", "we are in the middle" or "Fortress Europe". Together they form the collective system of symbols of a given culture.

The exciting question of our project is how collective symbol systems of different cultures design 'mental maps'? Which sort of regional symbols are shaped in European societies?

The symbolic-spatial position of Germany is often discussed through ship symbols. 
	Das Boot ist jetzt endgültig voll. Wir sind der Flut der Einwanderer, Flüchtlinge nicht mehr gewachsen. Die Deiche drohen zu brechen. Wenn wir nicht zusammen untergehen wollen, dann müssen wir jetzt handeln und unser Boot fahrtüchtig halten. Die Schleusentore nach Süden und Osten müssen bereits an den Grenzen enger eingestellt werden. Sie müssen auch mal dicht gemacht werden. Bessere Deiche gegen diese Flut sind wegen der kriminellen Schleuser wichtig. Die Offiziere auf der Regierungsbrücke müssen energischer handeln. 
	The boat is filled to overflowing. We are no longer capable to stand the flood of immigrants, refugees. The dykes are threatening to break. If we do not want to drown all together, we need to act now and keep our boat seaworthy. The floodgates to the south and east have already be regulated close to the limits. They must beclosed altogether. Better dykes are important against this flood against criminal smugglers. The officers on the government bridge must act more vigorously.



In this example, ship symbols (waterway, dikes) are connected to the refugee policy. As the example shows, facts can be subordinated in a complex picture. The table shows the pictures of the complex ship symbol and each supposed meaning.
	Pic 1     boat filled to overflowing
	Sense 1     too many refugees

	Pic 2     flood of refugees
	Sense 2     threatening crowds 

	Pic 3     breaking dykes
	Sense 3     borders to be stormed 

	Pic 4     drown all together
	Sense 4     Germany / Europe
                  existentially threatened 

	Pic 5     regulated floodgates 
	Sense 5     borders secure (Southern
                  and Eastern Europe) 

	Pic 6     keep our boat seaworthy
	Sense 6     protect external borders 

	Pic 7     tight floodgates
	Sense 7     closure of the external borders      

	Pic 8     better dykes
	Sense 8     better borders

	Pic 9     officers on the bridge / 
             act more vigorously.
	Sense 9     appeal to governments – policy
                  foreclosure 


In this example, a complex issue as the refugee policy is presented as a spatial-symbolic threat situation for Germany / Europe on the ship symbolism.

As the caricatures in our introduction to the Kollektivsymbolsytem, image elements from different sectors of society can be changed while maintaining the same meaning one toward another. So the social system can even symbolize a vehicle (car, boat, plane, train), but also as an organism (with head, heart, the circulation, various limbs). Europe may be represented as a tank with threatening difficulties or even an aircraft shortly before the crash. This pictorial representation, for example, are available for different situations, such as financial crisis, euro crisis, banking crisis, economic differences between northern Europe and South-Eastern Europe.

Here is an example of our introduction to practise: 
	„Europa zerfällt! Noch nicht das in der EU organisierte Europa mit seinen Institutionen, Gesetzessammlungen und Bürokratien – in rasender Geschwindigkeit verwittert, das erträumte Europa, das nicht nur der Generation, die den Krieg er- und überlebte, Hoffnung und Leitstern war auf dem Weg in eine Zukunft der Freiheit, des Friedens und des Wohlstands. (…) Doch in den Höhen, in denen die Einigungsbewegung angelangt ist, scheint ihr Antrieb nicht mehr zu funktionieren. Unter den Kräften, die an ihr zerren, ist keine, die ihr Auftrieb gibt. Krisen haben den Einigungsprozess auf höhere Umlaufbahnen gehoben. Die Konfrontation mit der Migrationskrise könnte jedoch einen Absturz zur Folge haben, wie in das uneinig gewordene geeinte Europa noch nicht erlebt hat. Niemand weiß, wie viel Einheit danach noch übrig wäre“

Berthold Kohler: Was auf dem Spiel steht, in: Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung, 25.1.2016 
	"Europe falls apart! Not yet is Europe which is organized in the EU with its institutions, collections of laws and bureaucracies - at breakneck speed weathering away the dreamed Europe that not only the generation that lived through the war and survived, hope and guiding light was on the way to a future of freedom, peace and prosperity. (...) But in the altitudes at which the unification movement has arrived, her drive seems to stop working. Among the forces that tug at her, is not one that gives her buoyancy. Crises have raised the unification process in higher orbits. The confrontation with the migration crisis, however, could result in a crash, which the disunited United Europe has never experienced before. No one knows how much union will be left then."



Berthold Kohler: What is at stake, in: Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung, 01.25.2016 


	Pic 1    weathered
	Sense 1     

	Pic 2    dreamed Europe
	Sense 2     

	Pic 3    
	Sense 3     

	Pic 4    
	Sense 4     
              


In German collective symbol system you find particulary the following symbols: 
Symbols in the collective symbol system

inside our system

ship
car
airplane
spaceship
submarine
country / island
body
health
sports team
outside our system 

chaos
flood
fire
volcano
storm
thunderstorm
desert
night
diseases (cancer)
viruses (AIDS and computer viruses)
masses
rats / animals
monster

